How often doe

. FREQUENCY OF
FLOODING IN THE
H HAWKESBURY-NEPEAN

There is a long history of deep and dangerous flooding in the Hawkesbury-
Nepean Valley.

While floods can occur at any time, the history of floods in the valley shows that it’s normal for there to be dry periods
followed by periods of frequent floods.

History of these flood/drought cycles
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Since the 1790’s written records show there have been
over 130 moderate to major floods.

For example, between 1949 and 1990 there were 6 major
floods with another 32 floods reaching above 8 metres
on the river gauge at Windsor. During this period,
sometimes up to 4 floods happened in a single year.

Between 1992 and 2020 there were 28 years without
any moderate or major floods. Then since February
2020 there has been a series of floods in the valley,

February 2023

including several major floods. It’s possible that the

cluster of floods that began in 2020 may signify the start
of another flood-dominated regime. However, we may need
to wait another 10 years or so before we can be certain.

This shows us that while floods are random and can
happen at any time, in the Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley
they have tended to occur in a pattern that follows

a cycle of droughts and floods.

Illustration of 1867 flood at Windsor (Source: 1961 flood in Windsor (Source: Vic Gillespie
lllustrated Times of London/State Library of NSW) collection/Hawkesbury City Council Library)

4

March 2022 flooding in McGraths Hill (Photo by Adam Hollingworth)
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